Oo;, ` Earth Language (EL)

What is EL?
  It is a new thinking method to rationally manage information for personal creations; also it can be an auxiliary language to help all kinds of communications that one’s traditional language doesn’t work for.

  EL is based on visual symbols for common elements of human senses and nature, not for particular cultures. Each basis corresponds with various kinds of signs using your hand, whole body, eyeballs or voice, without extra effort to learn. It works as the extension of all native languages, read in one’s mother tongue as “1+2=3” is read.

  EL intends to bring a harmonious global world, supporting cooperation and coexistence, instead of competitions to win by arms.

Expected Effects
★Protecting and raising traditional languages and cultures from lapse.
★Integrating world communication, sweeping away walls among languages and signs.
★Developing new consciousness:
・Children become conscious of being both local and global, learning  their own languages using EL.
・EL lights up different points between cultures, when one uses it  for studying a foreign language.
・EL users always get another perspective besides their own tradition.
 ・The user’s integral view becomes widened arranging information in the EL way.
★Developing creativity:
  Stimulated by a new combination of concepts, one can get an inspiration for self development or invention. Using common symbols, body-signs or the sound expression way, various kinds of new art can be developed and globally shared.

The EL System
  EL uses 90 simply shaped bases for meanings, phonetics, numerals and marks for grammar and information management.
  Compounding some bases on top of each other, picture-like or abstract single symbols are made as many as needed.

Ideograms: Fundamental ideograms are like hieroglyphics, and a complex ideogram is shown as the combination of the bases meanings in it. E.g.
N nature(I water ( NI rain,      NI  ( V solid (
 VNI snow,               N (I ( H surface ( HNI  dew,
HNI ( V ( NIHV  frost,     N  ( _  space ( N_  sky
Phonetics:  The bases are simplified vocal organ shapes or abstract marks for functions. A complex phoneme is shown by a compounded symbol; and phonemes are arranged chronologically to show how to pronounce vocal sounds. E.g.
p [p] lips shape (1 nasal ( p1  [m], 
U [t] flat tongue shape (1 ( U1 [n],  
p  (z fricative ( pz [(], U  ( z ( Uz [(],
Up  the sound like spitting a watermelon seed

The grammar and information arrangements: 
1) simple, 2) clear and 3) free for sequencing of the parts of a sentence are the motto, using the grammatical symbols.
  There are brackets to distinguish meaning or phonetics, names and classification of names; rationally to create abbreviations and logos, and to create new temporary symbols, etc.
The EL multi-method
  The vocal symbol: a single-syllable name of each basis, the hand signs: shaping the hand as a basis, or drawing a base in the air, and there are more applicable expression methods, which can help holding the bases memory and work for an emergency communication.

The Earth Language Web Site:
http://www.earthlanguage.org
  Here you’ll see all about EL: the philosophy, the system including writing method, hand signs and phonetics, the EL dictionary and various types examples of EL usages such as poems in EL, Meditation Exercises using EL body signs, etc. 

The EL font, Earth 3
  It’s free to download the EL font. Please have fun with unique overlay typing. You can make interesting shapes with meanings almost unlimitedly. Enjoy sending messages with your friends, and creating various logos for your own.

The history of EL
  In 1988, Yoshiko McFarland got this inspiration during her minority experience, coming to San Francisco from Japan, without English preparation.  Even though she was a batik painter without linguistic background, she thought someone had to develop EL, and started educating herself about everything needed for EL. Her custom of observing nature helped naturally building the EL system. After several times rebuilding the system from the bottom, she started the EL website: (Japanese) in 1996; (English) in 1997, being supported by her family and friends.  Through the Internet, scientists, linguists, engineers, teachers... from various fields worldwide, she could learn and got their help for improving EL. 
  According to mails from many countries, EL has been tested and used for education of little children and students, for creating another constructed language, as icons among coworkers in different cultures, stenography in mind-maps, graphic designs, logos, sharing haiku images, enjoying the EL meditation exercise, for mind set symbols for psychological treatment, also in a UFO magazine in Europe, EL was recommended as a communication way with extraterrestrial intelligences.
Contact: yoshikom@earthlanguage.org
